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J.K. Sprague Named to 
Head Trustees of Mark 
Twain Foundation 

Julian K. Sprague. president of the 
Company was recently named presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Trustees of the 
Mark Twain Research Foundation. 
Mr. Sprague is an ardent collector of 
Twainiana. His father, the late 
f rank J. Sprague, and mother were 
long time friends of the family of 
Mark Twain and his daughter, Clara. 

This Foundation, organized some 
1”) years ago, was recently incorpor¬ 
ated as a Missouri “not for profit" 
corporation to “promote, stimulate, 
advance, encourage, and assist the 
study and research on the life, writ¬ 
ings, and lectures of the late Samuel 
L. Clemens, the famous American 
author better known by his pen name 
of "Mark Twain". A bi-monthly 
paper, “'The Twainian" is published 
by the organization. 

()ne of the foremost projects soon to 
be undertaken by the Foundation 
will be to have the State of Missouri 
erect a suitable memorial building at 
Maik Twain State Park, Florida. 
Missouri, birthplace of the author. 
The proposed structure will not onl\ 
enclose the Twain family home but 
will provide a library and reading 
rooms as well as space to house the 
foundation's valuable collection of 
Twain memorabilia. 

Sales Department Out 
In Force at IRE Show 

Sprague personnel, representing 
our Sales and Field Engineering and 
Advertising Departments, from all 
over the United States, recently 
attended the annual Radio Engineer¬ 
ing Exhibition and Convention of the 
Institute of Radio Engineers in New 
York City. This show was preceded 
by a company sales meeting, which 
was held this vear at the Hotel 


A LOT OF PENNIES! 

W henever we do something that 
we know is off the “straight line" we 
might rationalize it by saying “This 
doesn't cost much" or “ This doesn't 
hurt anybody". One of these little 
“acts" which we do and discount in 
this way is our tardiness in reporting 
for work and our sometimes habit of 
leaving our work station prior to the 
approved Company quitting time. 

This may be a small item to you as 
an individual, but if you and every 
other employe punched in each time 
7 minutes late and left your work 
station !$ minutes early, it would cost 
the Company 58,575,000 pennies! 
Does this make much “sen^e"? 

$51)5,000 is a lot of money for your 
Company to spend on a non-produc¬ 
tive item. This money could well be 
re-invested in the Company for plant 
and product improvement. 

For you as an individual this can 
mean that the Company is paying you 
for two weeks that you do not work, 
in addition to the fringe benefits and 
vacation time with pay which you 
already receive. 

Put yourself in management's pos¬ 
ition for a moment. There is a re¬ 
pair job needed in your home and you 
hire a man to do the job. From your 
own estimate the job should last one 
week. However, instead of lasting 
one week, it lasts two. and you are 
forced to pay the bill. 

This is what is happening at 
Sprague Electric when you are late 
or leave your work station early. The 
Company is forced to pay a bill for 
work not done. 

This does not make good “sen fie”! 

Barbizon Plaza, with some 85 Sprague 
and Ferroxcube personnel attending a 
two day “Institute" on new products 
and improvements on older products. 
Educational sessions devoted to high 
reliability capacitors, transistors, mag- 


SPRAGUE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Applications for Sprague Schol¬ 
arships are now available to all 
those who are interested. Applica¬ 
tions may be obtained from the 
principals or guidance directors at 
any of the area high schools. 
Additional copies may be obtained 
by calling Marshall Street F.X. 
443. Completed applications 
should be returned not later than 
May 1, to Fred Whitham. Em¬ 
ploye and Community Relations 
Division. 

Sprague Sells Interest 
In Ferroxcube 

The Company announced this 
month that it has sold its 50% 
interest in the Ferroxcube Corpora¬ 
tion of America. Saugerties. New 
York, to the North American Philips 
Company, its co-partner in the 
corporation. 

Sprague and North American 
Philips joined to establish Ferroxcube 
in 1950, with each owning 50% of its 
shares. Sprague was responsible for 
the management of the newly formed 
Corporation, which has employed 
somewhere between 00 and 80 people. 
The Company manufactures ferro¬ 
magnetic ferrites and has gained a 
responsible position in its field. 

Two years ago Sprague Electric- 
had made arrangements to sell its 
interest in Ferroxcube to the Indiana 
Steel Products Company, however, 
the final sale never materialized. 

The Ferroxcube Corporation will 
continue to operate with its present 
management and production em¬ 
ployes. However, this group will 
now be reporting to North American 
Philips. 

Sprague Electric Company plans to 
continue to purchase from Ferroxcube 
the basic magnetic materials which 
are needed for use in our products. 

Four Earn Suggestion 
Dividends 

At the March meeting of the Sug¬ 
gestion Committee, the following four 
employes received awards for the 
ideas that they submitted. Remem¬ 
ber. there are many things that you 
come in contact daily which might 
need improvement. The next time 
you come across an item or process 
which can be improved, submit a 
suggestion. It may mean extra cash. 

Rudolph Drobiak. Machine Shop, 
for forming tantalum wire on units, 
was presented an award of $25; 

Mildred Conroy. Networks Assemb¬ 
ly, received $25 for her suggestion for 
a jig to hold capacitors; 

Gerald J. Cionin. Shipping, for 
installing an inter-comm system be¬ 
tween the export office, the export 
clerk and the packer, received a 
special award of $15; and 

Viola Delisle, Clorinol Assembly, 
also received a special award of $15 
for her suggestion for a new method 
of stripping shielding wire in the 
Filter Department. 


Company Goal - - 

Sprague Has Been Able To 
Provide 95% of Regular 
Employes with 52 Weeks- 
A-Year Employment 

I he economic problems facing 
North Adams and the Sprague Elec¬ 
tric policy on employment were the 
topics of a talk given by Robert C. 
Sprague to a dinner meeting of the 
North Adams supervisors. 

STABILITY 

Mr. Sprague made it clear that 
primarily, our energies in the matter 
of employment have for several years 
been directed tow’ard establishing and 
maintaining stability , of operating out- 
business in such a way that we art- 
able to provide as steady, year-round 
work as it is possible for our regular 
employes. 

Your Company has been trying to 
level off the peaks and valleys of em¬ 
ployment. which at one time char¬ 
acterized not only the radio parts in¬ 
dustry, but the whole infant elec¬ 
tronics industrv. Some employes can 
remember back to the early 1930’s, 
when not only Sprague Electric, but 
the whole industry, operated on a 
highly seasonal basis. 

Mr. Sprague pointed out that, “In 
those days, employment would surge 
upward in the Fall and then drop 
back sharply in the winter months 
and in early Spring. 

“There was a time when seasonal 
layoffs in the electronics industry 
reached very substantial proportions 
with as many as 50 per cent of out- 
people temporarily out of work. 

'We hope that those days are 
permanently ended. Over the years, 
the imagination of our engineers and 
scientists, coupled with increased 
manufacturing skills and intensive 
selling efforts, have considerably 
broadened our product and customer 
base. Now. in place of dependency 
on only a handful of major end- 
product producers, we are able to 
make and sell our products for many 
markets, ranging all the way from 
home entertainment to complex 
equipment which forms the very 
backbone of our national defense." 
Today our major customers each 
account for only about 7% of our 
production as opposed to one account¬ 
ing for 35% some years ago. 

NEW PRODUCTS INTRODUCED 
IN NORTH ADAMS 

“This broadening of our base has 
been accomplished through the de¬ 
velopment work done by our Research 
and Engineering Department in new 
products which have become an im¬ 
portant part of our sales volume and 
earnings. Most of these new products 
have been established in our North 
Adams plants where we have the ad¬ 
vantage of being close to our engineer¬ 
ing organization as well as having 
available to us our most experienced 
employes and supervision.” This 
means our newer and promising lines 
are located in North Adams, thereby 
adding to our stability of operation. 
“I call your particular attention to the 
large sums we have spent for facilities, 
and, because of this, the jobs which 
have been provided in Tantalum, 
Magnetics, High Reliability Metal 
Clad Units, and our Clorinol motor 
run department at the Brown Street 
plant.” 

LAYOFFS AT LOW PEAK 

“We keep a close watch on the 
Company’s employment figure. I 
think you will be very interested, and 
possibly a little surprised, to see how 
we stand today in relation to this goal 
of stability and steady work. 

“As of March 20th, there were in 
our North Adams layoff files, among 
employes with more than six months 
of service, exactly eighteen first-shift 
women and two first-shift men. 


Employment Stability 

“Among first-shift employes with 
less than six months of service or 
those who are probationary em¬ 
ployes there were only ten women 
and one man. 

“Here are the figures on our 5:00 
p.m. to 1 1:00 shift personnel who 
were on layoff a week ago: a total ol 
sixty-five persons, all women. And, 1 
understand, this figure is rapidly de¬ 
creasing and should be down to about 
thirtv. 

“With reference to 5:00 to 11:00 
shift personnel. I think it should be 
pointed out that such persons are not 
primary wage earners; that is, they 
make themselves available for shorter 
than normal shift hours, and generally 
want to work only to supplement the 
basic wages being earned in the 
family. While layoffs do have an 
adverse economic effect on such 
persons, it is not at till with the same 
impact as with the primary wage 
earner of the family. 

“If you total up all the layoffs I 
have enumerated first- and second- 
shill regular employes, probationary 
employes, and 5:00 to 1 1:00 shift 
employes you will find that as of 
two weeks ago, less than 2 percent of 
the total Sprague force in North 



Robert C. Sprague is shown talk¬ 
ing with Donald hortim, supervisor 
in the Tantalum Department, be¬ 
fore the Supervisors’ dinner got 
under way at Petey Dink’s. 

Adams was not being supplied with 
work, and remember this is at a lime 
of the year which is not our busiest. 

“I very honestly believe that such a 
record is outstanding, particularly at a 
period when our segment of the in¬ 
dustry is not “booming" and when 
cautious purchasing is the rule among 
our customers. 

“Looking at these figures from an¬ 
other viewpoint, we can conclude thaf 
your Company today, and for some 
time in the past, has been able to 
provide over 95 percent of its regular 
employes with full-time, five-day-a- 
week, 52-weeks-a-year employment.” 

WAGES BEST IN CAPACITOR 
INDUSTRY 

“Now as to wages, we are not only 
trying to maintain a record of steady, 
year-round work for our people, but 
have also consistently tried, within 
the limits of our competitive cost 
situation, to pay wages at least equal 
to those of our leading competitors in 
the Capacitor Industry. 

“Here are some facts on the wage 
situation. 

“Last Fall, at a period when out- 
profit outlook was not at all en¬ 
couraging we undertook a commit¬ 
ment to our employes that will cost us 
close to a million dollars a year. We 
signed, with the unions representing 
our employes, contracts which called 
for a six-cent per hour increase. We 
additionally have been paying 'an¬ 
other cent per hour in the form of a 
cost-of-living adjustment made in 
February. 

“In all, then, seven cents per hour 
have been added to our wage scales 
since last Fall. 

“In contrast, one of our leading 
competitors has not been able to 

Continued on page 2, col. 5 


(Continued on Page 3, Column 5) 



Standing before a section of the Sprague display at the recent Insti¬ 
tute of Radio Engineers (IRE) show held in New York are Neal W. Welch, 
Vice President in charge of Sales, right, and Allan Weinberger, Dayton 
Sales Office, center, as they discuss a problem with an unidentified 
customer. 
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EDITORIAL . . . 

i /hdyoke I rauscript- V 'digram) 

Robert C. Sprague, head of the Sprague Electric Co., of North Adams and 
trustee of Mount Holyoke college, gave some sound advice to his fellow citizens 
in the northern Berkshire county community when he said for the good ol all 
Sprague should not expand any more there. 

Sprague now is the largest employer in that area with 3500 workers. It 
is second to Ceneral Electric Co., in all of Berkshire county. North Adams 
and nearby Adams are depressed with the wholesale dismissal of textile workers 
as a result of heavy and permanent curtailment of operations of the Berkshire 
Hathaway textile mills. Sprague, one of the leaders in the electronics field 
is on the march, is growing. But. it also is decentralizing and is establishing 
branch plants elsewhere. 

There is a community problem in having one concern dominating its 
economy. We in Holyoke had this situation for many years when the Farr 
Alpaca Co. was flourishing here with employment running as high as 4.000. 
It was fine when conditions were fine. But when circumstances brought about 
the decline of that basic payroll for Holyoke and its eventual complete loss, 
there was civic misery. We now know that Holyoke is in a stronger position 
as a community with no such immense single unit as the foundation of our 
economy. We have many concerns employing several hundred. The largest 
unit here employs about 1.200. We have diversified, and thus are better 
balanced. 

.Pittsfield has long been concerned about the complete dominance of Gen¬ 
eral Electric Co., in its economy. And GE also is troubled about the potential 
dangers to that situation. General Electric Co. is developing an impressive 
decentralization program under its President Ralph J. Cordiner. We have a 
happy illustration that operates under the general command of the transformer 
leaders in Pittsfield. 

It might be temporarily expedient for North Adams to have Sprague expand 
and use the surplus labor now available there. But in the long run it would 
not be Progress for North Adams. Diversification that will broaden the base 
of the economy, that w ill provide cushions against reverses is the answer. And 
we are happy to learn from Mr. Sprague that competent citizens of North 
Adams believe this and intend lo do something constructive about it. 


••II & K 

Speaking** 

‘Manx technical expressions or an¬ 
nouncements oj new products in our in¬ 
dustry crop up in our daily work and in 
the newspapers, which are not quite deal 
to the noil-technical employe. iht major¬ 
ity of us hare heard them and max even use 
tin m. but do we undci stand them.' 

11/7// due thanks to Research <S Engi¬ 
neering department employes, w, shall 
present herewith, simple de/inilions of man 
common electronic terms, or detailed / \- 
fdanations oj new products or lines, m 
manufacturing processes throughout tin 
plant. 

It is hoped that through this column, 
you. as an employe , will better unde island 
the iomplexities and undertakings of your 
Company.) 

HIGH TEMPERATURE WIRE 
by Stanley Dorst 

The pilot had brought back the jet 
plane safely, crippled though it was by 
a defective fuel feed mechanism. He 
had kept the plane in flight by con¬ 
tinually pushing the start button, 
injecting fuel with the starting sole¬ 
noid and plunger into the sputtering 
jet. This severely overloaded the 
solenoid coil, designed for only- 
occasional use. All the insulation 
was burned from adjacent parts, but 
the coil continued to function. The 
designer's foresight in using Cerot- 
high temperature wire insulation, as 
an added factor of safely, had been 
justified. 

This occurrence in the early day s of 
jets was at a turning point in the 
acceptance of high temperature insul¬ 
ation in Military service. Until then 
it was just a promising curiosity with 
limited application, but now it had 
found a place as a factor ol safety. 
Still later designs of more compact 
equipment, running hotter, have 
taken full advantage of Ceroc high 
iriniv-painrc [vrforraance in regular 
service. 

'This insulation, manufactured at 
our Bennington plant, is a composite 
type. A layer of ceramic surrounds 
the wire, and is in turn enveloped by a 
high temperature plastic, such as 
silicone or Teflon. 

The ceramic is a cement-like ma¬ 
terial of particles bonded together 
with inorganic binders. It provides 
a base for the insulation, which will 
not flow or migrate under heat and 
pressure, as the high temperature 
plasties alone often do. The latter, 
however, contribute to the electrical 
performance and also the mechanical 
properties, particularly flexibility. By 
itself, the ceramic may crack on the 
wire if it is wrapped around another 
wire 10 times larger, but with a 
Teflon overlay, it can be bent around 
a wire its own size without damage. 
The Teflon distributes this bending 
stress uniformly, with much the same- 
principle employed in the old trick 
of tying a knot in a cigarette without 
breaking the paper, which is done, 
incidentally, by wrapping a film of 
cellophane around the cigarette be¬ 
fore tying the knot. 

The temperature limitation of this 
composite insulation on copper wire is 
500°F. This is actually not the limit 
for the insulation, but the wire itself. 
This is about all copper will stand. 
Higher temperature will increase the 
rate of growth of a brittle oxide which 
scales and damages the insulation as 
well as decreasing the electrical con¬ 
duction of the wire. 

To minimize oxidation we electro¬ 
plate a thin nickel layer on the copper 
surface before applying the insulation. 
In so doing, we raise the temperature 
limit of the combination about 100 F. 
Aircraft transformers have been de¬ 
veloped using this product at 600 F. 

The horizons look promising for 
still higher temperature service for 
other modifications which we are 
studying. High speed aircraft and 
other Air Force programs will de- 


Company’s Operations 
On Film 

The Employe and Community 
Relations Division lias produced a 
color sound film running approxi¬ 
mately 4(1 minutes depicting the 
Company’s operations during 1956. 

This film piclorially explains the 
Company's Annual Financial Report 
which was featured in (lie LOG last 
month. All "local talent'’ was used 
in making the film. The stars arc 
Sprague employes at their regular 
work stations during a normal day . 

I his film lias been shown to the 
management and supervisory groups. 
It is currently being inn in the cafe¬ 
terias of tin- three North Adams plants 
where all employes will have an op¬ 
portunity to view it. The film will 
then Ik- offered to local service organ¬ 
izations for use at their meetings. 

PATENT NEWS 

William M. Allison, field Engi¬ 
neering. was granted U. S. Letters 
Patent 2.785.351. for a method of 
winding to greatly reduce the margin 
effect found in foil type capacitors. 
This margin effect results in the break¬ 
down of the units at the portion of the 
.dielectric which separates the foil 
edges. In his invention, this is re¬ 
moved to a great extent by spirally 
whiding the various foils and dielectric 
about a cylindrical form much in the 
inanner of the common soda straw- 
winding. This composite tubular 
structure is then removed from the 
cy lindrical form and is flattened, and 
then convolutely rolled in the eon- 
vential manner. This construction 
greatly reduces the margin effect In¬ 
completely enclosing each foil with a 
lube or soda straw of dielectric 
material. 

Paul II. Nethcrwood, Research & 
Engineering, was granted U.S. Letters 
Patent 2.785,352. for his invention 
ol attaching terminal leads to a mylar- 
foil capacitor which is wound in the 
so-called extended foil fashion. After 
the capacitance section has been 
wound, conventional terminal leads 
are attached to the foils extending 
from the opposite side of the section 
by means of heat and pressure such 
that portions of the foil and plastic 
film are intermingled so that when 
they solidify they produce a mechan¬ 
ically secure, electrically conductive- 
contact to the foil. This terminal 
construction is noteworthy because it 
will withstand all the temperature lo 
which the capacitor itself may be 
subjected and because it has greater 
mechanical rigidity than the usual 
terminal attachments to extended foil 
units having plastic dielectric. 

mand components which w ill operate 
much hotter. The target we have in 
mind is a dull red heat. 

Sometimes an unsolicited testi¬ 
monial about your product makes a 
more striking impression than your 
own information, also, it is a par¬ 
ticularly rewarding experience when 
it has not been anticipated. This I 
found when I attended an engineering 
convention two years ago. A scien¬ 
tist from the Naval Research Lab¬ 
oratory was giving a report on a 
method he had devised for evaluating 
the merits of wire insulation. His 
test involved vibiation. moisture, 
voltage, and cold interposed between 
extended periods of high temperature. 
From the reaction of the audience, the 
feeling seemed general that his treat¬ 
ment was rather extreme. He had 
anticipated this, and finished his talk 
with a chart, graphing the effect 
on various commercial wire insula¬ 
tions. demonstrating that some do 
survive remarkably well. It was 
pleasant for me to note that Ceroc- 
Teflon had over 15 times the life of 
the next best wire insulation (Teflon 
alone) at temperatures where con¬ 
ventional wire insulation fails almost 
immediately. 


Names in the News 


WILLIAM STACK BOLT., of I nil 
Preparation, was nominated for third 
vice-president of the Lions Club at 
their regular dinner meeting held at 
the W illiams Inn. 

EDWARD GODEK. of Methods, 
was elected selectman for a three-year 
term at the recent Adams town 
election. 

R. C. Sprague 

Continued from page I 

grant any wage increase to its em¬ 
ployes since late 1955. 

"The other principal competitor 
granted a two-ccnt per hour increase 
three months ago. and under the 
terms ol a two-year agreement signed 
then, will give another three cents 
toward the end of this year. 

“And. neither ol these two principal 
competitors has a cost-of-living ad¬ 
justment plan. 

“ The increases w hich we have given 
during recent months have served to 
widen the favorable differential be¬ 
tween our average pay figures and 
those of our two largest competitors." 
SPRAGUE EXPANSION IN 
NOR I II ADAMS 

Mr. Sprague then discussed tilt- 
great amount of concern in the com¬ 
munity over its industrial future 
showing that such concern was 
natural considering that the textile 
mills in North Adams have ceased 
operation and that the one in Adams 
is curtailing operations. 

Fortunately, he stated that the 
community is alert to the situation, 
and competent citizens appear to la- 
moving as quickly as is possible to 
lake corrective action. 

He went on to say that some persons 
may wonder at this juncture whether 
Sprague Electric can or will expand 
its North Adams operations in order 
to fill the void. 

“The answer. 1 think, is not 
whether Sprague “can" or “will", 
but whether Sprague, as a responsible 
force in the community, should con¬ 
sider such a course even if such ex¬ 
pansion were presently possible. 

" There is such a thing as being too 
large in any one community. Many 
companies and many communities 
have learned to their regret that 
too much dependence on one industrv 
is an uhealthv thing. The most 
vivid example of this situation I can 
give you is the Tow n of Adams today , 
faced with a substantial cut in em¬ 
ployment by its largest industry, the 
Berkshire-Hathaway M ills. 

“I touched earlier in this talk on 
how Sprague Electric has been trying 
to stabilize employment through 
diversification of its product base. 
Such diversification applies not only 
to companies but to communities. 

“I firmly believe, for these reasons, 
that it would be very unwise for us to 
consider any substantial expansion of 
our plant facilities in North Adams. 

“By this I do not mean that we may 
not increase our employment totals 
here, as our needs demand, or that we 
will not do our best to continue to 
provide progressive opportunity and 
reward for our employes." 

NOT TO REDUCE 
EMPLOYMENT 

“And, just to scotch any possible 
misinterpretation, I definitely do not 
mean that we are considering any re¬ 
duction in our operations here. 

“I simply mean that Sprague 
Electric now occupies about as large 
a place as it should in the industrial 
employment picture of the North 
Adams area. 

“I think we have elected a better 
alternative for you, for North 
Adams, and for Sprague Electric. 
That alternative is to do our best to 
provide you and our other regular 
employes with steady work the year 

Continued on page 4, col. 4 
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SAFETY SAIUTE 


Lovely Eileen Niles Hashes a pretty smile upon completion of her 
income tax duties. She also hopes everyone was as successful as herself 
in the final outcome. Besides being seen in the ofi'ice, she can also be 
seen in the winter months on our area slopes in her ski outfit, that being 
her favorite sport. She is also an ardent baseball fan, with the Pittsburg 
Pirates tops in her book. Eileen, who is a graduate of Drury High School, 
works in the General Accounting Department, Marshall Street. 


Gathered together for a group picture are the members of RETMA 
who recently attended the Industrial Relations Conference held in 
Biloxi, Mississippi. Representing Sprague Electric were Robert C. 
Sprague, Jr., bottom row, fifth from right, Director of Employe & Com¬ 
munity Relations, who is also in charge of the Industrial Relations De¬ 
partment of RETMA; John H. Winant, assistant director of Employe & 
Community Relations, top row, sixth from left; and Robert E. Kelley, 
Assistant Company Counsel, top row, eighth from the left. 


As one of the highlights of their trip to North Adams, several mem¬ 
bers of the Oklahoma Exchange group were given a tour of the Company 
operations. Shown above are Jill Stuckey and Janice Ruth, both Okla¬ 
homa students, Donald Alexander, President of the senior class of the 
Oklahoma group, and Sylvia Volpi and Jane Brooks of Drury High School. 


\\V in the United States in recent 
years have become a nation of ‘“Do- 
It-Yourself* addicts. No where else 
has the “fix-it’’ craze been more 
evident than in home maintenance. 
At night, after work, or on weekends, 
everyone seems to be an amateur 
carpenter or plumber. 

Those of you who have tackled 
these tasks realize that safety is of no 
small concern. A swollen thumb, 
skinned knuckle, burn, or electric 
shock is proven testimony that even 
the simplest of tasks can prove to be a 
dangerous one. 

The maintenance department of 
the Company employs some 90 men 
who are divided into groups accord¬ 
ing to their particular trade skills. 
We can be ver\ proud of these groups, 
for they have accumulated safety 
records ranging from b04 days with¬ 
out a lost-time accident all the way 
up to 2524 days! 

Each shop, whether it be pipe, 
sheet metal, paint, or electric, has its 
own safety problem. Forgetting to 
use the guard on a power saw. high 
power electric wires, inflamable paint, 


Introducing "Miss April" 


Thurman Exford (left) and Henry 
Bethard must be constantly on the 
alert as they go about their jobs of 
maintaining the generators and 
electrical equipment throughout 
the plant. Here they are shown as 
they install a safety cut-ofi which 
will prevent the generators from 
burning out if the DC voltage fails. 
The panel to their right is “hot” 
(it is carrying 550 volts!), one false 
step could prove very serious. 

or physical damage from moving 
heavy equipment are just a few 
of the hazards that face the mainten¬ 
ance department in its task of keeping 
our plant and equipment in repair. 

In order to more clearly point out 
how well they do their job safely, here 


are the days without a lost-time 
accident for each shop: 

Shop Daw Foreman 

(ien. Maint. 

(Be.) 2524 Carleton Perry 

Paint 2157 Peter Jobin 

Sheet Metal 1675 Carleton Perry 
Pipe Shop 1663 Maurice Chonard 
Gen. Maint. 

(Br.) 1251 Arthur Caron 

Carpenter 1061 Clarence Chilson 
Electricians 935 Everett Brown 
Millwrights 604 Andy Girgcnii 

This fine safety record is no acci¬ 
dent. The men of the maintenance 
department are made safety-con¬ 
scious every minute of the day. Dur¬ 
ing breaks or lunch periods, short 
stand-up talks are sometimes given on 
safety. Before any maintenance job 

Continued on page 8, col. 2 


Secretaries Luncheon 

In observance of National Secre¬ 
taries Week, the Berkshire Hills 
Chapter of the National Secretaries 
Association (International) is inviting 
all area executives and their secre¬ 
taries to a luncheon to he held from 
12 to I on April 23rd at the Wendell 
Shenvood Hotel in Pittsfield. Mr. 
Robert Capclcss, Community Rela¬ 
tions Director at OK, Pittsfield, will 
be the guest speaker. A short radio 
script to acquaint secretaries with 
NSA will be given over Radio Station 
WMNBIjn Laura Cardinal that even¬ 
ing. 

The Berkshire Hills Chapter has 
also arranged to have the films 
“Filing Procedures” and “Electric 
Typing l ime" shown in the Drury 
and Adams High Schools during 
Secretaries’ Week. 

Interested secretaries at the Sprague 
Electric Company arc invited to the 
Chapter’s monthly meeting to be held 
April 29th at the White Tree Inn in 
Pittsfield. Arrangements for trans¬ 
portation can be made by calling any 
of the members — Laura Cardinal, 
Hazel Chappie, Mary Avery, Marion 
Pinsonnault or Alice Herrmann.* 


Art Reynolds and John Shaw (left) change a cap on the pipes leading 
to the muritiatic acid tanks. This acid is used by the Etching Depart¬ 
ment. Note the special gloves and goggles that must be worn. The pipe 
shop is responsible for maintaining these tanks and for unloading the 
acid from the tank cars and trunks as it is delivered. Any breach of safety 
in this job would result in serious burns for the handler. 


I R E 

(Continued from Page 1 ) 

nctics, film capacitors and magnet 
wire, were only a few of the many 
topics covered. Neal W. Welch, 
Vice President in charge of Sales, 
discussed our marketing plans for the 
coming year. 

The Engineering Show, attracting 
more than 800 exhibitors, occupied all 
four floors of the new New York 
Coliseum at Columbus Circle. The 
Sprague exhibit occupied forty feet on 
the main floor. More than 1,150 per¬ 
sons left engineering bulletin requests 
with the Company during the show. 


Another Sprague employe recently successfully completed an ICS 
course. Roger Girouard is shown receiving his diploma from his fore¬ 
man, Dick Peterson, right. Mr. Girouard is employed in the Test 
Equipment Department. 


Getting ready to enjoy one of those famous steaks offered by Petey 
Dink’s are a group of supervisors at their recent dinner meeting. They 
are left to right, Earl Sherman, Bea Marsh, Millie Conroy, Ruby Hubbard 
and Arthur Hewitt. 
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SPRAGUE SPORTS - Bowling, Golf, and 



11th Annual LOG Fishing 
Contest Underway 


How to Play Golf 
In One Easy Lesson 

Fur the frustrated golfers in our midst, 
we are printing the following article 
which appeared in the March issue of the 
Ferroxcuhe paper. 

This article Number 3 in our sports 
Do-It-Yourself series concerns prac¬ 
tical golf. Impractical golf is that 
stuff in the 70’s and low 80’s, and if 
you’re an Impractical Golfer, we 
suggest you could better devote the 
next few minutes to putting on the 
living room carpet. 

Everything in golf is relative. One 
jolfer shoots an 80 and he wants to 
shoot himself. Hut to 90 per cent of 
golf players an 80 would call for 
orange pop all around. 

This writer is an Authority on 
Lousy Golf. We are Eminently 
Qualified to author a Do-It-Yourself 
on golf, because we are practical 
about the thing. Most golf lessons 
are given by professionals whose only- 
standard of measurement is par. 
Ninety per cent of their pupils will 
never get within shouting distance of 
par. 

Suppose you do shoot par regularly, 
and an occasional 70 or 68? What 
have you to look forward to? Just 
more 70’s and 68’s, and eventually an 
inevitable tapering off into the high 
70's. 

But we Lousy Golfers always have 
a goal in front of us — first to break 
100, perhaps, then 95, 90. and maybe 
in some wildly improbably round we 
will get in the 80’s. Who is more 
practical the golfer to whom 80 is a 
catastrophe, or the one to whom an 
80 is-a glorious climax to his golfing 
career? 

First, Equipment. We need a set 
of clubs, a bag. a few new golf balls 
and a dozen old ones for water holes; 
a small portable adding machine, a 
compass and wire cutter for retrieving 
sliced drives, and a sense of humor. 

It is suggested that prior to your 
first round you visit a driving range 
and learn how to slice. If at first 
you don’t slice, something’s wrong, 
but don’t worry about it. You’ll 
come around. 

There are a few simple rules when 


you’re actually on the golf course. 
You have two choices of your ap¬ 
proach to the drive. You can lake a 
natural, easy swing and be contented 
with 150, 175 yards straight down the 

This is a rather disgusting approach 
to golf which will probably get you 
into the 80’s in a hurry, but which is 
completely contrary to natural in¬ 
stincts. 

The natural way is to stand up 
there and hit the ball as hard as you 
can. You might miss a few times, 
and you’ll develop a whale of a slice, 
but one in every 10 or 12 swats you'll 
really give ’er a ride, and then. 
WOWIE! What a thrill. 

The rule for playing a slice is 
simplicity itself. Merely aim at the 
cows over in left field, but for heaven’s 
sake don’t hit it straight. 

There also is a rule for playing 
water holes. Use an old beat-up ball 
and aim for the water. The only 
balls that go into the water are brand 
new balls aimed 100 yards beyond the 
bank. 

This is enough instruction to put 
you on the road to Lousy Golf. If 
anyone breaks 100 by following these 
rules, will he please write and we’ll 
get on to the next lesson. If I break 
100 first, it’s orange pop for every¬ 
body. 


Two New Classes Added 

The LOG's 11th annual Fishing 
Contest, offering SI30 in gift certifi¬ 
cates to the Company's top anglers, 
is officially under way. 

Saturday. April 20 opening day 
for the Massachusetts trout season 
will mark the grand opener for the 
LOG contest. From now until Sep¬ 
tember 30. entries will be accepted for 
judging in the various specie classes. 

In addition to the Company prizes 
of SI0 for each, recognition will be 
given in the form of a trophy, donated 
again this year by the Center Sporting 
Goods Store, for the largest entry 
regardless of size, sex or specie. 

Added to the trout category this 
year is lake trout, along with the 
largest among the brown, rainbow 
and native brook. A SI0 certificate 
will be given to the largest entry of 
each species, bring the total in the 
trout category to S40. 

Until the general pond and lake 
season gets started on July I. activity 
will center on the trout contest. 

With the July I date, however, 
competition will open in categories 
for small mouth bass and large mouth 
bass, pickerel, walleyed pike, northern 
pike, bullhead and perch are also 
eligible. Added to this list this year 
is a new category, landlock salmon. 
$10 certificates will go to the winner 
in each of these classes. 

Additionally, the LOG will again 
offer a “blind prize” of a SI0 certifi¬ 
cate. This blind prize will go to the 
fish (regardless of specie) which most 
closely approximates the specifica 
lions of a figure to be drawn blindly 
by the judges. 

Entiies to be eligible, must conform 
to state regulations as to length and 
season. Fish caught in any of the 
New England States. New York State 
or the Provinces of Quebec and New 
Brunswick in Canada are eligible. 

Entries for the contest will be 
recorded this year once again by the 
proprietors of the four North Adams 
sporting goods stores. Entrants may 
take their catch to any of these four: 
Jim's Sporting Goods, Union Street; 
Center Sporting. Main Street; Bill's 
Sporting Goods. Marshall Street; and 
Walden’s Sporting Goods. Main 
Street, for weighing. Completed entry 
blanks will be forwarded to the LOG 
desk. 

The length of the fish shall govern 
the competition in each class. In 
case of tie in length, weight shall be 
the deciding factor. 

In connection with the fishing 
season, the LOG Fishing Derby will 
be held again this year. More in¬ 
formation on this will be given at a 
later date. 


MUSKIES... 

by JOHN DAVIS 

I have read a great deal about the 
ai l of fishing foi Muskics and although 
I have never fished for them myself. I 
feel that I am an “old-timer'' at it. 

1 hey tell me that in endeavoring lo 
get a Musky, you sometimes have to 
have the patience; of Job. In some 
instances, men have fished for (inas- 
quealonge) the French words for 
“Long Face”, its he is known in Can¬ 
ada. for as long as 20 years before 
success, finally comes. 

From all I can gather, a Muskel- 
lunge is a “lone wolf" and usuall\ 
spends most of his life in one spot. 
He ignores his brothers completely 
but will attack smaller fish with such 
savagery that a twelve inch bait fish 
can be completely ripped apart with 
one snap of his powerful jaws. 

He is also very unpredictable in his 
habits. He will sometimes hit a 
lure before it travels 2 feet on a re¬ 
trieve or he will completely ignore it 
for weeks at a time. He strikes at 
high noon or at sun-up or at sun¬ 
down. There is no set time that you 
can calculate in advance what he may 
do. Although I have heard tell that 
one of the best times to fish for him is 
when the water is very choppy and a 
hard rain is falling. 

If you finally do set the hook lo one. 
you have lo be very careful in your 
light against him. He will sometimes 
run straight for your boat or do just 
the opposite and run for his lair, 
which is usually a sunken iog sur¬ 
rounded by thick weeds. So at all 
times you must be right on your toes. 
He will often times follow your lure 
within 2 feet of the boat and lay these 
with his head and back half out of the 
water to stare you right in the face, 
almost seeming to dare you to drop 
the lure back in so that he can hit it 
with a mighty lunge of his long power¬ 
ful body. Muskies run big too. Up 
around the 1000 Islands in the St. 
Lawrence River, Muskies have been 
taken that tipped the scales at 50 
pounds or better. The world’s record 
is somewhere around 70 pounds. 

I may have to stand corrected on 
some of my statements and would 
appreciate any comments to the con¬ 
trary. as I mentioned before I am not 
even a novice at this type of fishing. 
So if any of you have fished for them, 
will you drop me a line about your 
experiences. I will gladly write 
about some of them in future issues 
of the LOG. 

I can be reached at the Filter De¬ 
partment. Marshall Street or in care 
of the LOG Desk. 

The author is John Davis , an assis¬ 
tant editor on the Log. and an ardent 
fishing fan. John has contributed much 
of his time to making the previous Log 
Fishing Contests and the Fishing Derby 
a success. 

R. C. Sprague 

Continued from page 2 

around, not for a few hours each 
week or for only a part of each year 
or for three days a week. For, as I 
have said in the past, what counts 
most is not an inflated hourly pay 
rate on a part-time basis. What 
counts is a fair wage you can depend 
on month in and month out the year 
around!” 

LOG Survey 

Three hundred and fifty log surveys 
were mailed to various employes. If 
you received one and did not return 
itTplease do so. 


Golf League Application 

The Sprague Golf League is about to get underway. Anyone 
interested in participating in the league this season, should fill in the 
below application and return it to Lou Yincelette, Marshall Street, 
before May 14. 

The league will consist of 8 teams and applications will be acted on 
as they are received. The officers feel that this year will be better than 


ever. 

NAME.DEPT. 

Phone Ext. I am a member of.Club. 

My Club handicap is. 


I am not a member of any club but my average is approximately. 

for nine holes. 

I would like to play on . night. 


_April 1957 

Fishing 

BOWLING 

by John liaUese 

W ill) the bowling season over for 
another year, elections of Officers 
for the coming year were held and 
are as follows: President, Joseph Li pa; 
Vice President. Roger Bastien; Secre¬ 
tary. Jimmy Yaiotla. 

I he men's bowling banquet will 
lake place during the first week in 
May at Petev Dinks. A reminder in 
• he Women's bowling league Yotti 
banquet will be held on April 30 at 
Petev Dinks. 


League Standing: 

1 'on 

/.<-'/ 

Western Electric 

28 


Maintenance 

26 

7 

1 P Drys 

24 

0 

Filler Lab 

22 

1 1 

1nspeclors 

22 

1 1 

Can Shop 

17 

ll> 

Tabulating 

15 

18 

Automation 

12 

21 

F P Ovens 

It) 

23 

Sprague Products 

9 

24 

K Y A 

7 

26 

Control Lab 

6 

27 

High Single Eddy Ames 

167 


High Triple B. Cummings 372 

High Team Single Main 

’ance 

587 

High Team Single Filter 
High Average 

Lab 

161 1 

Harry Saunders 


104.9 

Mel Peck 


104.3 


Eddy Ames 104.8 

Most Strikes Harry Saunders 28 
Congratulations are extended to 
Agnes Yanuni who recently won 
$5.00 for hitting three strikes in a row 
in the Women's Bowling League. 


MAKE COURTESY 

YOUR 

CODE OF THE ROAD! 



►yield THE RICH! OF WAY TO 
OTHER DRIVERS—TO PEDESTRIANS 

and keep your car in safe-driving 
condition at all times! 


Among the various types of drivers 
responsible for today’s highway death 
rate, the following may be familiar: 

Bumper Hugger: A faithful shadow 
who aims to drop in for a visit through 
your rear window. Hugs your bump¬ 
er so closely that, if you stop, he will 
have to crash into your car. Feeds 
on insurance premiums. 

Weaver: A pollywog-like creature 
who darts around and ahead of you 
in dense traffic. Gains one car length 
in two miles. 

Creeper: Seems to have all day to 
get where he’s going. Glares if you 
pass him. 

Spreader: Needs at least two lanes 
for comfort; straddles white line for 
easier steering. Particularly allergic 
to right lane. 

Zipper: Being a young punk, he 
can do everything better than ybu. 
Goes faster, stops shorter, turns sharp¬ 
er, starts quicker. Considers anyone 
over 30 to be senile, and hence does 
his best never to attain that age. 

Wobbler: Feet point in opposite 
directions, and so do his wheels. 
Always trails distinctive odor of 
liquor. 
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DEPARTMENTAL NEWS . . . 



Clorinol 

by Dot U Due 


Hi Gang! First off we would like 
lo welcome all the new girls to our 
department, and best of luck to all the 
girls who have left us...A speedy 
recovery is sent to George Graziola 
who has had an operation. Hurry 
back George, we all miss you.. . . 
Joan Bourdon is very happy lately 
since her engagement to Jim Brown. 
They will be married June 28th. 
Best of luck to both of you. Well, 
Spring is here again, at last. Everyone 
is starting to think of vacations again. 
The state of Georgia comes up a lot. 
Wish I were there. . Margaret Kern- 
ahan has gone to Florida for a month. 
Have a good time. . .See you all next 
month. Fill then take care. 

Networks and LCC Lines 

by Irene Pigeon 

Hi everyone! Sorry about no 
news last month, but yours truly 
came down with a case of the measles. 
I hope it will never happen again. 
It's a little late to say farewell to Ray 
Brown, our Foreman, but they always 
say “Better late than never." Ray 
left us lo go lo the Sales Office on 
Marshall Street... Also at this time 
we would like to welcome John 
Smith, our new foreman and hope he 
enjoys working with us. . It is also a 
little late to welcome the following 
new girls who came to our depart¬ 
ment to work. They are Norma 
Jamros, Marguerite Weslowski, 
Helena Adams, Eleanor Brooks and 
Alice Foster. . We are glad to see 
“Ag” Houghton and Julia Dolle 
back working with us. Yours truly 
and ten of her co-workers went to the 
Springs in Williamstown, February 
28th. Everything was so tasty, no¬ 
body thought of calories. 

Premold Case Assembly 

by Florence Clement 

We know that Spring is here, be¬ 
cause quite a few girls have the new 
hair styles, and they certainly look 
nice. Anna Deeb was one of the 
first to have a vacation. She spent it 
at home...We want to wish Alma 
Fox and Eleanor Hall a happy birth¬ 
day. Better late than never, girls. 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery to 
Sadie Mercier’s mother who is in the 
hospital. Steve Bradford is sporting 
a new station wagon. Soule class. 
Steve. We welcome Nancy Doan 
to our room, and hope she will like 
working with us. .We wish you all a 
very happy Easter. 

Sandia Room 

by Evelyn .Jones 

Welcome to Mother Marsh's board¬ 
ing house. Since last month, we have 
added a few new roomers. Dot Lowe. 
Esther Poplaski and Fred Windovcr. 

We hear Pete Grande got quite a 
surprise when he sat down to eat his 
birthday cake. Waving our soggy 
Kleenex, we bid goodbye to Bob 
Simon who has taken a new job at 
Marshall Street. Our best wishes 
for the future. Bob. . .Welcome to 
Millie Conroy who is the new super¬ 
visor for network rolling. . .We had a 
preview of the Easier Parade recently 
when Frances Pitoniak modeled her 
new hat. We hardly knew Eleanor 
Alibozek with her new glasses. . 
Mary Satko is quite the crochetcr. 
She has a gay string of hats lo prove 


it. Rita Charron gave the girls 
quite a scare recently. How did you 
disappear so quietly. Rita? It seems 
as though Spring fever has arrived. 
Everyone is talking about vacations 
or retiring. . Our interior decorator. 
Laura Roy. did a beautiful job on the 
Easter trimmings . . . Hi, Betty Wol. 
What makes you so quiet in that 
corner?... Gloria Lipka has a new 
hairdo. Pretty sharp! . From cooler 
No. 2, we see Olympia Gajda with her 
Florida tan gazing out the window 
and wishing she could have stayed a 
week longer. . Emma Gould is very 
happy with her new dog. It's sort of 
a bite sized Cleo. . Rachel Herzog is 
glad to have her daughter, Joan 
Giioux. back to work on Brown Street. 

Small Orders and Samples 

by Millie Conroy 

So sorry to have to say goodbye to 
all you nice people. The party 
given me at Four Acres was lovely, 
and I can only say, “Thank you”. 
A grand time was had by all. Sally 
Tallarico and Dot tie Daunais are now- 
giving rumba lessons.. Helen 
Murphy has been on a diet since the 
party, and we almost lost her friend¬ 
ship on account of the “pink suit" 
Good luck to Al I'olino on his new 



Looking quite pleased with her¬ 
self is little Lynn Cimonetti, 7 
month old daughter of Ida Cimon¬ 
etti, who works in Pulse Trans¬ 
formers. Her grandmother is Alice 
Dami of Paper Rolling. 

job. You should lx- happy there. Al. 

Hi to Albina Burdick. So nice to 
have you back. Glad that both 
Alice Beer and Bell Dow can stay away 
from the hospital for awhile. Their 
sick people are on the recovery list 
now. 


Industrial Oil Cover 
Assembly 

by Isabel Witherow and Ann O'Dell 
To open this month’s news, we'd 
like to say that our “swear" box has 
quite a few contributors . . We all 
want to say that ave are sorry to see 
Al l olino and his department leave us. 
We wish them luck on their new jobs. 

. We would like to wish Florence 
Beaudin good luck on her new job 
with us, .Oh. ask Mary Harvey 
when she is taking to the woods. She 
might have a lot of company because 
of the four hole job. Ask Isabel 
what's behind the “Green Door". 
■She may not know, but. then again, 
she might surprise us . We are glad 
to see Martha back to work after 
being on sick leave recently. .Every¬ 
one seems to want a “Chunky", even 
Lottie. “Mav-Po" also seems lo be 
one of the fellow's favorite breakfast 
foods. . Leonard Lewi 1 1 has a new 
grandson, born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Blanchette. . Well, that's all 
the news for this month, so until next 
month, we'll close for now. 


Industrial Oils 

b\ Erminia Sweeney 

We enjoyed a smoke in honor of the 
arrival of the Al Folino's new baby. 
Incidentally, congratulations. Al 
Anna Sacco was at home with, of all 
things, the measles. Welcome back 
to Evelyn Laliberte and Marie 
Ducharme, and hello to all the new 
girls. Celina Barbuto. Barbara Gut- 
tuso. Joan Giroux and Josephine 
Perrault. Rita Fournier is back at 
work with us. We regret that Goldie 
Shea is ill again. Hurry and get well, 
Goldie... Helen Phaneuf has been 
transferred lo the folding table. . . 
Rose Cardinal is very serious these 
days. What gives. Rosie?. . Gerald 
Pessolano has been made night 
supervisor in the Networks Depart¬ 
ment. Hope you like it, Gerry. . . 
Alice Beauchamp has started to lose 
her Florida tan. She brought back 
pictures of some of the estates down 
there, and they are out of this world. 
She and her husband paid for some of 
the fodder for the horses. Irene 
Davis will be out for a few weeks 
recuperating from an illness. Flurry 
back. Irene. We miss your little 
Canadian accent. 



Looking quite surprised at his 
father is little Michael J. Horsfall, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Horsfall 
of South Willington, Conn. Little 
Mike is the 6 month old grandson 
of Al Horsfall, Photo Lab., Mar¬ 
shall Street. 

Industrial Oils 

by Dorothy Shea 

We wish to welcome the following 
new men to our department Aime 
Morin. Larry Lauth. Joe Richards, 
Tom Sullivan, Al Racine and Otto 
Fiedler, our new night supervisor. . . 
Evelyn Davis has a new nephew and 
niece. They're such lovely chubby 
babies. You certainly can be proud 
of them. Eve. . Dot Shea and Chuck 
Felix are moving. Ashland Street 
certainly is a popular street. . John 
Muldowney. his clerks and his super¬ 
visors appreciate the new office. 
It's an improvement . Ernie Blondin 
has a new Ford convertible. Bright 
red convertibles are quite the thing. 
We expect that Ernie will have an 
enjoyable Summer. .We welcome 
back Alice Babula after her siege of 
the virus . Roma King was very- 
happy to hear the doctor’s report 
that she had swollen glands not 
mumps. 

KVA 

by /•'rank Santelli 

George and Laura Lanoue cele¬ 
brated their 25th wedding anniversary 
last month. Laura was presented a 
purse of silver at a party given in her 
honor at Ida and John’s on the 
Albany Road in Hancock. Have 
you any new recipes? Donate them to 
Frank Kolis. He has taken up the 
culinary art since he has been 


married. . We’re sorry to see Walt 
Kondez leave our department. He 
is now in the shipping room. Have 
fun, Walt...The baseball season is 
just around the corner. My prophecy 
is the Yankees and the Dodgers will 
play in the World Series in October. 



Pulse Transformers 

by Cora Ryan 

Hurrah! Spring is here. Good¬ 
bye to heavy coats and overshoes. . . 
We are sorry to say that Clara 
Belleau has that Spring fever. She 
is preparing lo move into her new 
home, and spends most of the lime 
watching the crocuses and tulips 
peeping through in her yard. It 
wasn’t Spring fever that hit Mary 
Patrie. She lifted her head while she 
was at work and saw her nephew, 
Thomas A. Doyle. Jr. from Los 
Angeles, Calif., standing al her side. 
He was visiting the plant, and he is a 
head engineer at the Hughs Com¬ 
pany in Los Angeles. He asked Mr. 



Happy about the fact that she is 
already seven months old is Mary 
Ann Shakar, daughter of Roseann, 
who formerly worked in Paper 
Rolling, Beaver St., and John of 
the K.V.A. Dept., Brown St. 

Rohane if he could stop and say hello 
to his aunt while touring the plant. . 
Agnes Vanuni bought the coffees the 
day after she won S5 for bowling three 
strikes in a row. Good for you, 
Agnes. .Angie Carlton is very proud 
to announce that her son. John, was 
on the Dean's list al St. Michael's 
College, Winooski, Vermont. Maud 
Jones just said “So long", grabbed her 
suitcase and headed for a vacation 
in Florida. Wc wish her a very- 
pleasant trip .Elaine Girard is very- 
happy to have her daughter, Jennie, 
home after spending two weeks in the 
hospital. We wish Jennie a very- 
speedy recovery Now, last but not 
least, we want lo welcome all the new 
employes Lula Park. Frances 
Ordyna, Lorraine Wilson, Shirley 
Hebert. Ida Chilson. Catherine Gior- 
genli. Rachel Talro, Rachel Michal- 
ski. Theodore Dziok. Jr., Helen 
Geary. Shirley Burnett. Rachel Gar¬ 
ner. Jennie Brown. Margaret Cook. 
Ruth Stokes and Lucille Mincau. We 
hope you all enjoy working with us. 

Special Products 

by Xina Underwood 
Richard Bishop, son of Maty- 
Bishop, is recuperating at his home 
following a skiing accident in which he 
received a broken leg. This accident 
occurred at Mad River Glen, a ski 
area in Vermont. We hope you are 
all right very soon, Dickie. 


Shift Register 

Dot Degraff 

Spring is here and where could 
anyone find a prettier Miss (Mrs.) 
than Ethel Delisle with that new 
Spring wardrobe?. .Euclid St. Peter 
has that old “get up and go” these 
days. For goodness sake, Peu\ go 
the other way with those units, will 
you?. . . Pinky Sherman, (Professor 
Pott), is rushing the season. He’s 
wearing that Easter shirt already. 
Any day now. he'll be potting those 
Easter eggs. Stand by, Hazel God¬ 
dard, for patching in case he drops 
one. . Bv golly, it’s no wonder that 
Gwen Geary is all smiles these days. 
Her son is home again after four years 
in the U. S. Air Force. Not much 
spring in Theresa Morin the day after 
the night before. Lillies, Theresa? 

.Wonder if Loretta Piantoni of the 
Sample Department is busy these days 
with her triplets dolls, of course. 
The girls from the department just 
wanted to be sure that Loretta would 
be an experienced mother whvn the 
Stork comes. ..“Bars and Stripes” 
is Leo Patenaude’s favorite song these 
days. “Spring is Busting Out All 
Over". What gives, Helen Burdick? 
Better keep that thread and needle 
handy. . Food, - food, food that's 
Julie Gregalis. Why it’s gotten so 
that she's even scrambling words 
these days. Bet Sunny Cairns could 
even eat those. She's always hungry. 

Pulse Transformers (nights) 
by Adeline Segala and Anne Sharron 

Welcome back to the night shift to 
Lit Fenton and Ann Zoito. . We 
enjoyed the cake that Mary Lizak 
brought in to us in celebration of Mrs. 
Caron’s birthday. Alice Burdick, 
you don’t have to smash your car in 
order to get your name in the paper, 
or is that how you gel a new Rambler? 

We’re sending a hint to Adeline’s 
husband. She bought her new dress 
in order to go out on Saturday nights, 
not to sit home watching television. . 
We’re glad that Mary Sullivan's and 
Pinky Sherman’s lin k has changed 
after all these years. Anyone, in¬ 
terested in an Easter bunny should 
call Alice Dydowicz Ann Zoito's 
daughter, Barbara, modeled in the 
Holy Family League of Charity’s 
fashion show Jeanette Boucher and 
Betty Barcomb recently enjoyed their 
vacations. Frances Solari attended 
the Supervisor's Banquet and had a 
Wonderful time. 

Paper Rolling 

by Patricia Harding 

and Carmelina Roy 

Hi, everybody. Wc would like to 
welcome all of you back from your 
long vacation We can’t quite figure 
Marie Richer out. Is she on a diet 
or a new budget? Tell us, Marie, 
which is it?. If anyone drops in on 
Lil Blake and smells a peculiar odor, 
don't worry. It's only Lil's daughter, 
Susan, baking a shoe polish specialty. 
...It seems that. Leo's appetite 
hasn’t changed any since we've been 
gone. We would like to congratulate 
our co-workers who are awaiting 
Mr. Pink and Blue Spring and 
music are really in the air for Lil 
Staehelek. What's the name of that 
new song you've been singing. Lil’’ 

Block Annex 

by Doris M. H iUiains 

Vacations have started with Helen 
Aliprandie having taken her two 
weeks off already. . .The welcome 
mat is out in our department for out- 
new girls. Florence DeMarsico and 
Irene Stebbins. Hope you enjoy 
working with us. 
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(!()ii|»ratulations an* due Barbara 
Dami of this department on the birth 
of a lovely daughter, Diane Marie 
This is apparently ‘‘'hospital” month 
in this department. Best wishes for a 
speedy recovery are extended to 
Emm;. Bushy and (hare Collins who, 
at die lime of this writing, are in the 
North Adams 1 lospital and to John 
(Herb) Williams, brother of Doris 
Williams, who is undergoing treat¬ 
ment at the Veterans' Hospital in 
Albany, N. V.. Doris and Herb 
W illiams are the proud owners ol a 
new two pound chihuahua named 
Bimbo. Their dog, Bambi. another 
chihuahua, whose picture appeared 
in the March Log, died on March 
bth May we extend to each and 
everyone the wish for a happy 
l.aster. 


Metal Clad Tubular Finish 

by Frances Eihfi and Wanda Wandrei 
Hi. everyone! We hope to please 
and bring a little cheer. Join us in 
making our column a success. Rl. 
No. B separates us now from our 
S. (). Surplus room. Cood luck! 
We miss you all We hope to have 
Blanche (lyr and Louis Yallier, both 
out on sick leave, back with us soon. 
Also missing is Roma Sweeney's, 
our expeditor, cheerful smile . Vaca¬ 
tions have already started in this de¬ 
partment. Vi Scott and Pearl Mc- 
(lira spent theirs at home, while 
luckv Li! Rivard went to Florida. . . 
Ann Palenaude, an expectant grand¬ 
mother lor the 9th time, is already 
packed and waiting for word to leave 
for Indiana. W’e hear the M.C. 
l abs really have the ball rolling, the 
bowling ball, that is. 1 hey went 
from last place to the third from tin* 
bottom. Keep tip the good work, 
girls. We’re proud of you...Sue 
Labelle is right in style with that 
brand new Pontiac. 


Check Inspection 

b\ Louise Hass 

W alt Could was looking forward to a 
visit from his daughter Nancy and 
grandchild Kimberly Ann all the 
way from Texas. We’re all willing 
to bet that Walt becomes the cham¬ 
pion baby sitter of Berkshire County. 

If anyone would like a non-stop 
motor trip to New York City, contact 
Leo Palenaude. He'll guarantee the 
trip and in record time loo, eh Leo? 
...If you see a cute red haired teen¬ 
ager, riding a western cutting horse 
around River Road, that will be 
Bonnie Bryce (daughter of Helen) 
and her brand new horse. . Wc all 
hope Jo Magnifico is happy with her 
new job across the street... We’ve 
hardly had time to say “Hello” to 
Mike Squartsoff who has been with 
us for the past few weeks and now it 
will be goodbye, as he is returning to 
Alaska soon. Good luck, Mike... 
Donald Clark loves movies about 
“Bomba”, eh Don? 



Western ElectricTand| 

Misc. Drys 

by Ella Gene si and Emily Wlodyka 


Vacations have started early in 
our department. Lillian Bingham 
took a week off at the beginning of 
this month and spent it at home. 
We presume she had a wonderful 
time driving around in her newly 
registered (as of this month) car. 
She bought the car last winter but 
didn’t bother to have it registered 
until now. ...Lots of luck to you, 
Mary Ziaja. We hope that your 
condition improves rapidly now that 


you are out on sick leave and having a 
complete rest as the doctor ordered 
Nice having you back with us again. 
Lleanor Pelletier. Wc hope that foot 
of yours doesn't give you any more 
trouble. You see. Eleanor under¬ 
went surgery on her foot recently. 
We wish JoBosio's mother,who under¬ 
went surgery at the North Adams Hos¬ 
pital recently, a speedy recovery 
Now that the bowling season is over, 
we're looking forward to the bowling 
banquet which will be held at Petey 
Dink's on Tuesday, April 30th. 
We're anticipating having a wonder¬ 
ful time as we have always had in the 
past. Our general foreman. Bill 
Mendell. and his wife. Kit have re¬ 
turned from Miami. Fla., where the\ 
spent two wonderful weeks. We 
your reporters, want to take this 
opportunity to extend to everyone in 
our department the wish for a “Happy 
Easter Season”. 

Prokar and Polyester Imp. 

by Reginald Rowell 

Hello, again. Another month has 
rolled around, so I will try to inform 
you of the latest happenings in our 
department . . hirst of all, wc had the 
pleasure of working with Lila Beau- 



Wow! Mom look at that! This 
is bright eyed Barbara Jean Lampi- 
asi with her mother, Pat. They 
are the daughter and granddaugh¬ 
ter of Dorothy Marlowe of Block 
Annex, Beaver St. Pat is also a 
former Sprague employe. 

dette and Mildred Canino recently 
and were sorry to see them return to 
their own departments. . We were 
sorry to see Nancy Doan leave also 
and wish her luck in her new depart¬ 
ment at Brown Street Norman 
Miller’s son. Airman 1st Class Norm¬ 
an Miller, has re-enlisted in the Air 
Force and is stationed at St. Johns, 
Newfoundland. . .This is it for now. 
Happy Easter! See you next month. 

Flat Midget Assembly 

by Carmela Mancuso 

It seems everyone in the room these 
days has a touch of Spring fever. 
With the nice weather we’ve been 
having, everyone enjoyed looking for 
their Easter outfits and getting ready 
for the warm weather. Besides his 
new baby daughter, Robert Barbu to 
recently reported more additions to 
his household. It seems his dog had 
seven blessed events. . We received a 
surprise visit recently from Adrian 
Darling who was home on a 14 day 
leave from the Army. . .We wel¬ 
come Betty Goodermote who is back 
with us on days again... Farewell 
and good luck to our girls on the night 
shift and also to Nina Buckley who 
was transferred to Brown Street. . . 
Best wishes and good luck to Frances 
Gigliotti’s daughter, Carol, who 
recently became engaged It seems 
that our friend, Benny Parrino, was 
disappointed that his name didn't 
appear in the LOG lately. . As the 
bowling season has come to an end. 
our hats arc off to the bowlers in our 


room. They weren't first and they 
weren't last, but they all had fun 
trying to keep up with the other 
teams. Now they are all looking 
forward to their banquet and hope 
that next year, they will be on top. 


F. P. Assembly 

b\ (true* M< Connell 

Dot Lewis and her husband attend¬ 
ed the Flower Show in Springfield 
with a former co-worker. Ora Leves¬ 
que. and her husband. We welcome 
Doris Roberts and Norma Morrissey 
back to the department and also wel¬ 
come our newcomer. Lillian Aubin. 

A birthday party was held at 
Florini's in honor of Joe Nlagin. It 
proved to be such a success that a club 
was formed, and they held their first 
party in honor of Art Hcycs. The 
centerpiece was very unusual. It 
contained four ponies of Four Roses 
in a setting of artificial grass and baby 
chicks. Art preferred the lour Roses 
to the birthday cake. Anyone wish¬ 
ing to join the club should contact 
Dukic Abraham Eva Bushika is 
out on leave of absence. Eva. I miss 
you calling off the number of days 
you have left to work. 



This little fellow is Wayne De 
Marsico, son of Richard, who works 
at the Brown Street Plant. His 
grandfather is Henry De Marsico 
also at Brown St. Representing 
him at Marshall St. are his grand¬ 
parents Lyle and Roma Koch. 

Dry Tubular Finish 

by Marge Hauptfleisch 

Mary Yienotte went to Pittsfield 
recently to window shop. She claim¬ 
ed that she couldn't afford to do more 
than this, but we know better. We 
understand that she also went to 
Bennington... Our supervisor. John 
LePage, left us to take a job in the 
office. We wish you the best of luck. 
John. . .Wc welcome our new super¬ 
visor. James Randall Wc have to 
close our eyes when Garol Luczynski 
comes around. She blinds us with 
that beautiful diamond she has. 
We’re only kidding, Carol. Con¬ 
gratulations to you and David 
Robare. .Ann Davine had her ears 
pierced recently. Now she belongs 
to the gang. . . Mary Cozzaglio bought 
a new 21 inch television set. Now 
she can really see what's going on. 
Marie Dubreuil’s son. Francis, was 
home on a fourteen day leave. He 
is in the Air Force and is stationed at 
Scott Field in Illinois. Francis work¬ 
ed at the Beaver Street plant before 
entering the service. .Julia Alfred 
and Harselia Malloy left us to go back 
to their own department. Sorry to 
see you go, girls. We’re going to 
miss you. 

Field Engineering 

by Jackie Brooks and Kay Ryan 

We would like to welcome Della 
Tosh to our department. Della will 
be working with Mr. A. S. Kariotis. 
Hope you enjoy working with us, 
Della Clare Pedercini has been 


seen with a gun in hand. Don't get 
excited. She's just taking up target 
practice. Marion Segalla is now the 
proud owner of a driver's license. 
Warning to all Clear The Roads. 
Since Marion is now a pro. she has 
been giving driving instructions to 
Gloria Thibert. We extend our 
sympatln to Bcv Mondia who had a 
wisdom tooth pulled recentlv. Alas, 
her knowledge has depreciated. 
Nora Scalise came to work recently 
sporting a vcr\ pretty dress which she 
informed us that she had made in a 
matter of onlv one day. Clever, 
clever!. Agnes Labombard has been 
helping Ginger Gallcsc to read and 
cut patterns. I hey*re right up on 
the latest stvlcs Sylvia Richardello 
received her hope <*hest a little over a 
month ago. Bet it's almost filled b\ 
now. A sure sign of Spring was 
Marge Towslec riding around in a 
convertible with the top down Kay 
Ryan is patiently waiting for the end 
of this month. What's the reason, 
Kay? Jackie Brooks is anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of warm weather 
to take her golf clubs out of mothballs. 
We understand that she is an ardent 
fan. .We hear that Alice Herrmann 
has purchased a new sewing machine 
and is taking sewing lessons. We’ll 



These two happy blue-eyed 
youngsters are Janie Marie and 
Grant Lapine, children of Donald, 
Centrifuge, Marshall St. Their 
grandmother is Thelma Bissaillon 
of Hi-Reliability, Beaver St. 


be back next month with the latest 
in fashions worn by the girls in this 
department on Easter. Don't miss 
this issue. 

Research and Engineering 

bx Lillian Estes 

Congratulations arc in order. Mr. 
and Mrs. Alfred Folino (Marion for¬ 
merly from R&E) had a baby boy 
on March 14th. They named their 
son Michael Anthony . Mr. and 
Mrs. Bruce Bard (Gail formerly from 
R&E) had a baby boy on March 10th. 
They named their son, Jeffery 
Michael. March 17th marked Fred¬ 
erick Miller’s 15th anniversary with 
Spragues. . On March 30th, Fred¬ 
erick Miller and his wife celebrated 
their 17th wedding anniversary. . . 
Clarence Bliss and his wife are the 
proud owners of a new 1957 Ford 
hardtop convertible. . .We all miss 
Dan Shea. He has been out sick 
since early February. Dan has been 
in a cast for several weeks with a 
serious back ailment. Hope you will 
be well soon, Dan. . .Yours truly is 
very pleased and proud of her 
husband. He was given a promotion 
at the Cornish Wire Company in 
Williamstown. He is now Manu¬ 
facturing Superintendent and has 
been with that company for the past 
15 years. 

Shipping 

by Cecile Trudeau 

Joanne Saltamartini spent a week¬ 
end in Southbridge, Mass., visiting 


her sister. .Good luck to Ellen 
Crocker who has accepted a position 
with the North Adams Transcript. 
Millie Waterman spent a weekend in 
Hartford, (kmn. 

Heat-Seal Department 

bx (leale 7 tudenu 

Julia Cirullo spent a weekend in 
New 5 ork City recently with her 
daughter. From all reports, she had 
a wonderful time We want to ex¬ 
tend our best wishes for happiness to 
Agnes Bolus John on her recent 
marriage. We would also like to 
congratulate Agnes' daughter. Julia 
Brooks, on the birth of her baby girl, 
Mary Agnes. .Our other grand¬ 
mother. Rachel Filiault, is in seventh 
heaven. Her daughter-in-law and 
granddaughter are coming home 
from England in May. Rachel’s son. 
Larry, has been stationed there lot 
two years, and he will arrive home 
sometime in June . Donald Esposito 
has been doing quite well in the 
basketball world. 1 le scored 20 points 
in the last tournament game. He is 
a member of the Western Gateway 
leant. Jennie Morissey is recupera¬ 
ting at her home following her recent 
illnt *ss. Hut 'ry back to work. Jennie. 
\\ e all miss von. 

Warehouse and Receiving 

by Barbara Armstrong 

Recently Viola Spagnnlo and her 
lamiiy Sam and Judy, spent a long 
weekend in New York City. In the 
future \ i will make sure she has. 
reservations, il she plans to eat tit 
“Mama Leone’s Restaurant’’ Don¬ 
nie Morin enjoyed a trip to Detroit. 
Michigan by car. By the rule cards, 
we received, we feel sure that he had tt 
grand lime. 

Small Order 

by Elnisi' Brown 

I his is the time of year that we were 
all looking forward to. The general 
conversation in our room lately is 
about our new Spring clothes. . Mary 
Dunaj is getting ready for her “big 
day on May 4th. 1 must say that 
she will be tt very pretty bride. . Alda 
Roy will be leaving us soon. She is 
expecting a blessed event, and we all 
hope that she has a girl. We’ll miss 
her and hope she will be back with us 
again real soon Lil Grande’s dog, 
LiJoLou, had seven pups. According 
to Lil. they have all been sold. . . 

1 he Dandies are looking forward to 
their bowling banquet on April 30th. 
Theresa Pedercinc and Arlene Rabi- 
doux arc running neck and neck in 
reaching high score. It’s getting 
very exciting, and may the best man 
win. 

Dry Tubular Assembly 

by Claire Andognini and Virginia Cussorr 

Welcome to Della Grant and Emma 
Eastman. We hope you will like 
working with us You should see 
Jeannette Rondeau ride that new six 
ton tractor. Boy, can she go! 

We are sorry to see Jimmy Randal! 
go but best of luck on your new job. . . 
Yours truly, Claire Andognini, and 
husband, Pete, recently returned from 
a two week vacation in Florida. While 
we were there, we visited with Sophie 
and Dick Kelly who used to work 
with us and arc now living in Miami. 
They sent their best to all. . . We 
were all glad to hear that Mabel 
Benoit got the daughter she wanted. 

. Virginia and Joe Gusson are 
getting their fishing equipment ready, 
so get set for some big fish stories. 

Employe and Community 
Relations 

Who is this we see coming through 
the swinging door? Is it Sherlock 
Holmes? Why no - it’s John Winant, 
but that new pipe he’s smoking sure 
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had us fooled!...Lidija Augstkalnc 
at last became settled in her new 
apartment on Gallup Street, while 
just a few houses above her on the 
same street. Mary Gardzina is proud¬ 
ly bouncing a new baby girl on her 
knee.. Mary Ellen is the arrival, 
born April I. (No April Fool's joke, 
this one!) Congratulations, Mary 
and Danny. . .We were all awaiting 
word from Sylvia Orell. but as to this 
writing, she was still waiting herself! 
Rest assured. Syl. it'll be a boy or a 
girl for sure!. . Sandy Primmer Coz- 
zallio dropped in to see us after her 
recent marriage. Sandy and Steve 
now live in Stockbridge where Steve 
teacKes school. . . After many week¬ 
ends of trying to get there. Rosemary 
Hodecker finally was able to get back 
to Palmer to see her folks. Every¬ 
thing is reported under control in 
that section of the state... Irene 
Dubreuil. Fred Whitham’s former 
secretary, is reportedly quite settled 
in her home in Springfield . . Ken 
Brown really made everyone’s eyes 
pop the day he drove his new Olds- 
mobile station wagon to work. The 
silver streak, we should call him!. . . 
.John Campbell was given gifts of 
farewell recently when he left our 
midst to join the Sales Office. Best 
of luck to you. John. 

Retail Sales 

by Harbor a King 

We welcome Donald Tatro to our 
department. Hope you’ll enjoy work¬ 
ing with us. . .We are very glad to 
have Harry Piekwell back with us 
after his sick leave. .Avelina King. 
Dolores Domenichini and Barbara 
King recently were models in a Gay 
Nineties fashion show sponsored by 
the Rosary Society on St. Patrick’s 
Day. Eleanor Golf recently played 
baby sitter to her Aunt Joan’s new 
baby in Rochester, N. Y. We hope 
Kay Collin's mother. Grace, gets well 
soon. She recently underwent a 
major operation. 

Maintenance 

by Dorothy Buzzell 

W e are glad to see William Falcon. 
Jr. of the Electrical Dept, back to 
work after his recent illness .Tom 
Dion was feted at a dinner at FJorini’s 
in honor of his birthday ...George 
Goody of the Electrical Dept, enjoyed 
a vacation recently. Earl Sherman. 
Supervisor in the Carpenter Shop, is 
sporting a new Plymouth Con¬ 
gratulations to Art Caron. Foreman of 
Maintenance at Brown Street, on his 
recent election as Selectman in the 
town of Stamford. Vermont. Jimmy 
Cozzaglio is busy painting his boat 
and getting his camp at Cheshire 
Fake ready lor the Summer. Jimmy 
is in the Carpenter Shop at Brown 
Street. We all expect to be invited 
to a "(look Out" this year, Jimtm ! 

Mr. and Mrs. William Falcon and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Boyer spent a 
weekend in New York (lily recently. 
Bill is Supervisor in the Pipe Shop, 
and Ernest works in the Pipe Shop. 
Mrs. Falcon works in the Clorinol 
I>ept. at Brown Street. 

Filter Devlop. Center 

by Julia Dexrosiers 

Our department had a few nice 
surprises during March. Our bowl¬ 
ing team, the Mullen Maulers, de¬ 
feated the office All Stars in a special 
match at the Casino Bowling Alleys. 
E. Feja of the Mullen's team was high 
man with a score of .'ll9. Don Jones 
of the office team had the high single 
ill IBB. .. Another Surprise was the 
birth of a new daughter to Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Konopka. Loads of 
hick to the new Mom and Dad. Mrs. 
Jeannette Konopka. the new grand¬ 
ma. jumped everytime the phone rang 
on March I .lilt and was very happy 
over the news .Ethel Murphy was 
very happy recently alter receiving a 
phone call saying that her son. Neil, 
was on leave from the Navy for 21 



Ready for her big date is Roberta 
Brown, daughter of Eloise Brown, 
Small Order, Marshall St. 


days... We congratulate Dorothy 
Belanger and Jean Wheeler who 
celebrated their birthdays in March. 
Dot celebrated hers on March Nth. 
and Jean on the 18th. We wish you 
two gals many more happy birthdays. 

We are happy to have John 
Battersby back with us after being 
out on sick leave recently. 

Centrifuge Department 

by Donald Lupine 

Jack Sullivan is back to work after 
spending two weeks vacation recently 
in Florida. Jack and his wife. Rita, 
made the trip in their new 1957 
Oldsmobile which they purchased a 
short time ago. . Yours truly re¬ 
ceived a phone call from a salesman 
who wanted to build me a garage. 
Someone sent in my name. Who is 
the fellow? .We welcome Jacques 
Cazaille to our room. Hope your 
stay with us is a pleasant one. If 
anyone wants to keep in trim, do as 
Jack does, play a game of baseball on 
a Sunday morning. Right. Jack? 

Sprague International Ltd. 

by Suzette 7 . Lemieux 

()ur export gals were kept busy 
nursing their respective spouses back 
to health. Mvran Harvey's hubby. 
Don. suffered a painful dislocated 
shoulder. Rose Richard's A1 gave 
her a scare with what turned out to be 
a severe chest cold. Jeanne Dupuis' 
husband. Bernie. was kept off his feet 
by a touch of virus pneumonia. The 
boys. I understand, are now fairly 
recovered and will soon be as good as 
new. Driven In a very bad case of 
Spring fever. Jack Silvia is making all 
sorts of plans for his summer golfing 
program. If he keeps up according 
to schedule, he is sure to be this year's 
"terror of the fairways".... Beverly 
Sherman told us that her cat. Ana¬ 
stasia, seemed tickled pink (or at 
least “Annie" seemed to react that 
wax at that particular moment) when 
Ingrid Bergman was awarded the 
Oscar for her performance in the film 
"Anastasia". Some* cal!. .We're all 
relieved that Jeanne Dupuis and 
Myrna Harvey have emerged un¬ 
scathed from recent experiences. 
Jeanne somehow managed to back 
into a file cabinet ahd bounced on to 
another one without getting too 
shaken up, and Myrna. when she 
readied for her radiator, was treated 
to one big shock that warmed her up 
with no strain wasted .The party 
at Four Acres given in honor of Carol 
Knox. Sprague Produc ts’ own great 
reporter, was enjoyed by those of us 
who attended. Following her wed¬ 
ding on April 5th. Carol claimed 
Boston as her new home. We at 
International who have followed 
her wise counsel in the past, hope 
that she will continue to quote Con¬ 
fucius to us from time to time. Jack 
Silvia has now set up his headquarters 
in Building II. and anyone wishing 
to see Bertha Richards will find her 
in the- Export offic e... Meanwhile, 
round and round she* goes: WHO'll 
be next, nobody knows. 


Laboratory Electronic 
Service Shop 

by Elizabeth Bramble 

Now that the fishing season is just 
around the corner. April 20th. our 
happy fisherman. Bob Beauchamp, is 
putting his fishing equipment in 
readiness for the opening day. What 
could be a more relaxing pastime than 
fishing? A nice platter of trout can 
be pretty easy to sit down to after a 
day spent out in the open. We ex¬ 
pect the limit from you. Bob, after all 
your experience. Happy landing! 

Filter Development, 

Coil Winding 

by Jeannette Cady 

Welcome back. Millie Blanchard. 
We're glad to hear that you enjoy 
working with us. Our little wanderer 
finally came back. We would like 
to wish Frank Stawarz the best of 
luck while he's in the service, al¬ 
though. we will miss him and are 
sorry that he has to leave. We had a 
dinner in his honor in the shop, and 
he was presented with a cake very 
appropriately decorated with an 
American flag. He- was also present¬ 
ed a purse of money. Sorry. Alida, 
that we are a little late in wishing you 
a happy birthday, but as the saying 
goes, lx*tier late than never. .While 
on the subject, we would like to wish 
a happy birthday to Mike Morin and 
Rose O'Brien. Mike will celebrate 
his birthday on April 30th. and Rose 
will celebrate hers on April 23rd. . 
Luc y Kenney is taking driving lessons 
and from what we hear, it shouldn't 
be too long before she is driving like 
an old timer. However, in the mean¬ 
time. pedestrians please look out. 
Anne Scully flew to Georgia to attend 
her son. Robert’s, graduation from 
the Officer's Ranger Course at Fort 
Benning. You certainly have reason 
to be proud of your son. Anne, and 
we would like to wish him every 
success in his career with the* Army 
Mike Morin is the proud Daddy of a 
baby boy born on March 23rd. By 
all appearances, it looks as though 
the new son is wearing papa out. 
How about it. Mike? Do you think 
you'll live through it?. It seems 
that Gerry Giusti is always hungry 
these days. What she brings for her 
own lunch seems to lose its appeal, 
so she just lakes the lunch that's 
closest to her. As it happened. Betty 
Battersby set her lunch down too close 
to (Jerry and when she was ready to 
rat it. she found she was loo late. 
Glad you enjoyed the toast. (Jerry. 

Tantalum 

by Amelia hoza 

Spring is in the* air. Love and 
marriage for Pauline Boucher who is 
to be married to Lari McConnell on 
April 27th at the Notre Dame Church. 

.Welcome back to Lorraine De- 
Lorenzo who was out on a leave of 
absence. .Catherine Mendel, you 
arc the envy of the department. 
Your Florida tan is very becoming, 
indeed. Anita Esposito was given 
the most beautiful and expensive 
accordian as a gift from her son who 
is in the Air Force- and is stationed in 
Texas. Now you will really be a hit 
at Lake George. N. Y.. iliis summer. 
Anita. 

Ceramics 

by Ida Ci^liotti and l." Crillone 

Welcome back to Julia Martin and 
Millie- Mativi. who have been out on 
sick leave-, nice to have you back . 
Sorry to hear that Nettie- Murphy. 
Jane Dobbert and Mary Fern are 
now out on sick le-ave hope- you'll be* 
back soon. Mae Riordan has come 
back after going to Connecticut to 
care for her new grandson and 
daughter . .Charles Landry celebrat- 
e-d a birthday on March 13, and a 
wedding annive-rsary on March IB. 
Charlie has been married 49 years 
and we extend our very best wishes 
for both of these happx occasions and 


)&% 



“What do you expect for 8 days 
old?” Catherine Hope Pratt is ask¬ 
ing that question. Her mother is 
Alma, formerly of Bathtub Assem¬ 
bly, Brown St., and her daddy is 
Bill, Test Equipment, Marshall St. 

hope that he will have many more 
happy days...Nina Buda won the 
afghan from the Rosary Society and 
Theresa Paquin was almost as happy 
she sold her the ticket, Nina has 
staehed it away in her cedar chest for 
the future. . The girls have their 
shapes back for they have given up 
sweets during Lent. This is really 
creating a hardship for Josie Dean, for 
eating is Josie’s favorite pastime. . . 
Congratulations to Leo Lamore on 
the birth of a son, March llth. .. 
Greetings to Wilfred Landry, Donald 
Fortier and Robert Maxwell, hope 
you’ll like working in Ceramics. 

Advertising 

by Janice Harriman 
Sometime ago the Advertising girls 
hiked to Greylock Summit during our 
lunch hour. Last week we took a 
living trip to Death Valley to buy 
some Boraxo. . Money-bagsCyr. who 
keeps her jet plane at Smilin’ Jan 
Harriman's airport, had the plane 
serviced by Texaco Barbeau. Stilts 
Goodermole was signed on as navi¬ 
gator. Foxie Hoxie as stewardess, 
Sparks Ghcnail as radio operator. 
Rat-Tat Sad low as rear Gunner. 
Linguist Oxolins was taken along as 
interpreter in case Stilts miscalculated 
and took us over enemy territory. 
(Florida for example). . We boarded 
the plane at 12:01 and Smilin’ Jan 
took it up to 50.000 feet. She turned 
the controls over to Money-bags and 
got reports from Stilts. Foxie, Sparks, 
Rat-Tat and Ling). This mission 
must be completed before 1:00. 
Could we get there and back in that 
time? Texaco reported everything 
okay except low on gas. Smilin' 
Jan and Money-bags conferred. 
Conclusions all the windbags in the 
plane would keep it aloft . We 
reached Death Valley at 12:25 and 
started our search for Boraxo. We 
encountered a strange man and Ling) 
took over. I he conversation went 
like this: “Oop-Shoop? "Si Si. 
Bcedle-de-be-bop, s’est la vie.” 
“Oui, Oui. Ba-ba- be-boo-say-hey." 
Translation: "Is this Death Valley?" 
"Yes. There is one of your people 
here." "Oh. a mile down the trail, 
you sav.".. We hurried down the 
trail. Was someone th -re before us? 
Had they managed to get hold of the 
precious Boraxo? Lo. and behold. 
There- was Mugs) Marchio recuperat¬ 
ing in the desert sun. Where was 
Boraxo? None to be- had reported 
Mugsy. We all went back to the 
plane. Mugsy included so she could 
report Monday morning, and flew 
back to Harriman airport. Since we 
couldn't line! the Boraxo. we felt it 
advisable to return to Sprague's and 
try to loc ate the 20 Mule l earn. 


"9 2>o" Notei 

March 5 Mary F. Line-berry and 

Albert M. Barbu lo 
March 16 Agnes A. Bolus and 

Samuel E. John 
April 5—Carol Knox and 

Eugene Robare 



14,, 111,,, 


Pauline Boucher and Earl McConnell 
Joan Bourdion and James Brown 
Carol Luczynski and David Robare 


foster iLluntqhis 

by Doris M. Williams 
As w'e turn our thoughts to Easter, 
and the road which Jesus trod 
Does it make your life the brighter, 
bringing thoughts real close to (Jod? 
Can you picture Jesus walking on 
that long and weary road 
Carrying there His heavy burden. 

shoulders bent beneath the load? 
’Twas the Cross our Saviour carried, 
on the way to Calvary 
There to give His life a ransom 
there from sin to set us free; 

Judas then, it was betrayed Him 
and brought blasphemy and shame 
On our precious loving Saviour 
who for us from Heaven came. 

Can you picture how they bound Him 
tying fast with strongest cords? 
No resistance came from Jesus, 
Loving Saviour and Lord of Lords; 
He had come to save His people 
from the depths of sin and shame 
Help the weak and broken-hearted 
heal the sick make well the lame. 
Yet they smote Him as they nailed 
Him to that Cross on Calvary 
Cave Him bitter gall to drink there 
I his He took for you and me, 

Can you picture Him raised up there 
High above for all to see 
And not feel the bitter anguish 
deep concern He had that we 
Might live here to further serve Him 
Going forth to sin no more 
This was done to pay our ransom 
by the Saviour we adore. 

Then there came that glorious morn¬ 
ing Day of Days our hearts hold 
dear 

When the tomb once more was opened 
and the Lord there did appear 
Now He waits for us in glory 
(Jone before Prepared our way 
And He waits for us to serve Him 
here in life so that some day 
We may meet up there together 
in the Blessed Glory Land 
Standing there is (Jod our Father 
with heart of Love and 
outstretched hand; 

So as now we think of Easter and 
our thoughts will wend their way 
To the journey up to Calvary 
and the Resurrection Day 
May we draw more close in serving 
Him who died on Calvary's tree 
Daily praying for His guidance 
who from sin can set us free. 


Baby Talk--- 

March 4. Son to 
Mr. and Mrs. Amedio Poulin 
March 4. Daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles I Mattimorc 
March b. Daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Millis 
March 7. Son to 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Blanchette 
March 8. Daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Pratt 
March It). Son lo 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bard 

March It). Daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph l.ipa 
March I I. Son to 
Mr. and Mrs. Leo J. Laiuore 
March 12. Son lo 
Mr. and Mrs. Rosario I’. Canloni 
March 14. Son lo 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Moreau 
March 14. Son to 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Folino 
March 15. Daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Konopka 
March 17. Daughter lo 
Mr. and Mrs. James Rowley 
March 18. Daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. William Dami 
March 20. Son lo 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Nichols 
March 20. Daughter n> 

Mr. and Mrs. William Rumbolt 
March 25. Daughter m 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Garnari 
March 25, Daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Benoit 
March 27. Daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Gajda 
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SPRAGUE ELECTRIC LOG 


April, 1957 


SEEBF Quarterly 
Report 

Listed Iht(“ arc the donations and 
pledges made by the Sprague bleetrir 
Lmployes Benefit Lund during the 
first three months in 19 r )7: 

North Adams United Community 
Lund (Community Chest and Red 
Cross) Total pledge $12,500. 
VVilliamstown Community Chest 
Paid $700. 

National foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis fund, Inc. Paid $1350. 
North Adams Heart fund $L>0. 

Williamstown Heart f und $2.). 

Stamford Vt. Heart Fund $15. 

Stamford Vt. Red Cross $45. 
Adams, Red Cross $150. 
Williamstown Red Cross $150. 

Pledged to: 

North Adams Cancer Lund, Inc. $000 
Williamstown Cancer Lund. Inc. $50. 
Stamford Vt., Cancer Lund, Inc. $25. 
Adams Cancer fund, Inc. $50. 
Adams Boy Scouts $40. 

To Lmployes: $300. 


Safety Salute 

(Continued from Page 3) 

is tackled, a survey is made to find 
out what might happen as the job is 
being done, and all possible solutions 
to cope with each problem are 
planned ahead of time. 

The men are instructed to wear the 
proper clothing and to pay attention 
to what they are doing, as letting the 
mind wander has caused accidents. 
Each man is thoroughly aware that 
the only way to do a job is the safe 
way! 

Happy Birthday.. . 

April 1 Mary Bua 

1 Kay Ryan 

2 Henrietta Langley 

2 JennetU' Rondeau 

3 Violet Shea 

4 Ethel Sakowski 

7 Joanne Sallamartini 
7 Della Tash 
9 Rose Lebeau 

12 Olive Crandeli 

13 Alice Soldati 
15 James Randall 
1(1 Ellen Crocker 

18 Eugene Mazza 
18 Nickie Eulgenti 
23 Rose O’Brien 
23 Alice Herrmann 

27 Marie Golka 

28 Laura Benoit 
22 Mike Morin 



LORI) 1948, pick up truck. Very good running condition. Asking $150. 
Reason for selling, buying a car. Call MO 3-8502 after 5 p.m. 

PISHING BOOLS, boys, size (>. Good condition, asking $3. Gall Ex. Ma. 
213, or MO 3-6121 between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. 

ADMIRAL T.V 17 ’nch for $25. Tablcmodcl Gall MO 3-6760 anvtime 
CABINET and sink, Youngstown steel overhead, with set in tub, white. 
Contact Emma Mutar., Ex. Ma. 506 or MO 3-8091 after 5 p.m. * 
HEATER gas, Magic Chef with blower. Gap 50,000 BTU. used 3 seasons. 
Call Adams 255-W. 

ACCORD1AN, 120 bass piano, cost $295.. will accept a reasonable offer. 
Also Boy’s size 14 all season top coat, with zip in lining. $8. Tel. 3-5296 after 
5 p.m. or dial 459. 

RANGE, electric, universal, good condition. Call MO 3-8639 after 4 p.m. 
NASH 1949, 4 door sedan, in very good condition. Selling price $150. 
Tel. MO 3-8053 or 3-614 3 after 5 p.m, 

PLYMOUTH, 1950 convertible, blue, excellent condition, complete motor 
and body overhaul. White sidewall tires, radio, heater, and directional 
lights. $395. Call MO 3-5311 Ex. 242 or MO 3-6153 after 5 p.m. Ask for 
Bob Lamore. 

RIDE WAN LED from Orchard St., Adams to Sprague’s Brown St. 7 to 4:15. 
Gall Adams 2323-M or Brown St. Ext. 40 and ask for Josephine Pcrrault. 
WANTED one baby washer, in good condition. Call Williamstown 527-W. 
WAN TED a station wagon or a coupe from 1930 to 1940. Contact .John 

Rosse, Brown St. Ext. 35. _ 

MIRROR buffet, $2., chest of drawers $6., 1 French door like new $4., white 
porcelain sink, with set tub trap and fittings like new $15., 2 small porch 
stands $1. each, and flower pots. Call MO 3-5105 anytime. 

RANGE Magee, white, combination oil and gas. Excellent condition. 
Reasonably priced. Call Adams 1944 after 4:30 p.m. 

HIGHCHAIR, Maple, blue padding, good condition. $4. Combination 
carriage and stroller, like new, $9. Tel. Adams 1637-J. 

DINING ROOM SET, mahogany, 6 chairs, buffet, china closet. AH in 
perfect condition. Call MO 2-2474 after 5 p.m. 

PIANO, upright roller type, good condition. Call MO 2-2279. 

HOUSE, 3 apartments, 1-3 room apartment, 1-2 room and 1-8 room. Two 
apartments are all furnished, oil heat, good location, good investment. Call 

MO 2-2474 after 5 p.m. _ _ 

WANTED RIDE, from Williamstown to North Adams. I 1 p.m. shift. Call 
Williamstown 214-M. 
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Anniversaries . . . 

March 18 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Landrv. 46th 
March 30 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Miller, 17th 
April 3 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Golka, 9th 
April 7 

Mr. and Mrs. James Crews 23rd 
April 10 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Richer. 13th 
April 1 1 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Sealise. 4th 
April 12 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Lebeau. 15th 
April 14 

Mr. and Mrs. William Goodcrmotc. 
6th 

April 21 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Lancto, 33rd 
April 22 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Screvens, 11th 
April 23 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Segalla. 1st 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman A. Roy. 20th 
April 25 

Cutting Corners 

II you have only one cookie sheet, 
you can save time on baking day by 
placing the cookies on a piece of 
aluminum foil, ready to slip on the 
sheet when the ones just baked are 
removed. 

* * * * 

Another baking hint is for you to 
keep a new large powder puff in the 
flour bin with which to dust your roll¬ 
ing pin or pastry board. It’s an 
easier way of doing a messy job. 

* * * * 

The little plastic bags in which 
lettuce and other produce is packaged 
are particularly useful when packing 

lunches. L T sed as liners for paper 

sacks they keep fruit, pickles, and 
various other lunch items from soak¬ 
ing through the paper. 

* * * * 

You needn’t be afraid to use vour 
prettiest china if you take common 
sense precautions in washing it. Pad 
your sink or dishpan with a rubber 
mat, and use a hard rubber drainer 
instead of a metal one. And don’t 
try to crowd too many pieces into the 
soap or detergent suds at one time. 

Fellow Capitalists . .. 

Yes, I’m talking to you. When did 
you first become a capitalist? Prob¬ 
ably before you were aware of it. 
Remember that first savings account? 
It could have been in grammar school, 
high school, or when you took that 
first job. That’s the way most of us 
became capitalists. 

Some years later we paid that first 
premium on an insurance policy. It 
may have been for your automobile, 
hospitalization, or life insurance. At 
the same time there were some of us 
who were purchasing savings bonds 
or did they call them war bonds? 
We became capitalists that way, too. 

Our next capital investment was 
probably the biggest many of us ever 
made . the purchase of a home. 
Some of you may still be contemplat¬ 
ing this move. Others may have 
even broader programs which include 
the ownership of securities. What¬ 
ever the scope of our individual pro¬ 
grams, we are ail capitalists, who 
started programs for purposes of 
personal gain. Yet, the gains have 
been shared by all of us. Your in¬ 
vestments have created my job. My 
investments help to secure your job. 
We are sharing the profits of each 
other’s labors and contributing to 
mutual benefits at the same time. 
While we enjoy the privileges and 
profits of competitive enterprise we 
carry out our obligations to the econ¬ 
omy as well. The more we participate 
the more we prosper. 

MONEY AT WORK MAKES 
MORE DOLLARS AND SENSE! 
INVEST IN AMERICA WEEK 
APRIL 28th - May 4th. 


Seen Coast to Coast 



Marge Peck, wife of David Peck of the Research and Engineering De¬ 
partment, recently was seen coast to coast on TV as she appeared on 
Tic, Tac, Dough This is a national quiz program which is carried 
locally, at noontime by WRGB. A participant may quit whenever he 
wants to or may stay on until he is defeated in a game by someone else. 
Mrs. Peck, the mother of six children, went on to victory by winning 
$3,600. She is shown above during her second appearance. Jack Barry 
(right) is the program’s emcee. 



- NEW or USED - 

CREDIT UNION FINANCING 
is best by any test 


Compare these low costs based on 
a 2 year used car loan 


Cash 

You Receive 

$ 500 
750 
1000 
1250 
1500 
2000 


Weekly Payroll 
Deduction 

$ 5.38 
8.05 
10.72 
13.39 
16.06 
21.41 


Plus these other fine Credit Union Features — 

9 Borrowers Life Insurance 
9 No Co-makers 

9 No Red Tape 

9 Convenient, Automatic Repayment 






